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To the Editor of the Wilson Bulletin: 

Now that fourteen of my Bulletins on the “Life Histories of North American 
Birds” have been published, your readers may be interested to know what progress 
is being made on future volumes. 

The manuscript for the fifteenth, on the Corvidae and Paridae, has long since 
been completed and is in the hands of the publishers in Washington. 

My work on the sixteenth, containing the birds on the 1931 Checklist from 
the nuthatches to the thrashers inclusive, is practically done, except for a 
few minor details. 

I am now starting work on the seventeenth volume, which is planned to in¬ 
clude the birds on the 1931 Check-list from the thrushes to the vireos inclusive. 

It is planned to accumulate manuscript in advance of publication, which may 
be retarded under the present war conditions. 

I wish to take this opportunity to thank all those who have contributed material 
for previous volumes, to remind them that this is a co-operative work, and to 
ask them to send me, as soon as possible, contributions of notes, data and photo¬ 
graphs relating to birds to be included in the seventeenth volume; the sooner 
these are received, the easier it will be for me to use them. 

140 High Street, Sincerely yours, 

Taunton, Mass. A. C. Bent 


FLIGHT AND RUNNING SPEEDS OF BIRDS 


BY CLARENCE COTTAM, CECIL S. WILLIAMS AND CLARENCE A. SOOTER 

NE of the chief characteristics and most fascinating accomplish- 



ments of birds is their remarkable degree of mobility. This quality 
undoubtedly has had high survival value in their evolution. Obviously, 
there is great variation among individuals of a species or even within 
the same flock or covey. As might also be expected, there is a vast dif¬ 
ference between the normal cruising and feeding speed and the maximum 
speed; each of these probably varies under a wide range of conditions. 
In addition to the will for speed at any particular moment, wind direc¬ 
tion and velocity, angle of flight in relation to the earth, the age and 
physical condition of the bird, the state of its plumage, and other 
factors modify the speed of the bird. 

The topics of flight speed, altitude attained, and the mechanics or 
aeronautics of flight have already been the subject of considerable con¬ 
jecture and observation. Specific data on flight and running speeds may 
prove of value to the investigator of predator-prey relationships. The 
subject of flight speed is best summarized by May Thacher Cooke in 
U. S. Department of Agriculture Circular No. 428, entitled “Flight 
Speed of Birds”, issued in May, 1937. Relatively few running speeds 
have been recorded. 

In the course of field work in various parts of the West, we have 
been able to time a number of birds whose flight or running speeds have 
never been recorded and to add to the rather limited data on record 
for others. All records were made by automobile, from which two or 
more observers usually checked the speeds. Our data are summarized in 
Tables 1 and 2. The bird names used are those of the A.O.U. Check¬ 
list (1931). 
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